
Welcome! To the PITAS and 
PITASBridge Presentation 
from the College of 
Education at NAU

The presentation will start at 

5:00 PM Arizona Time



• Northern Arizona University sits at the base of the 
San Francisco Peaks, on homelands sacred to 
Native Americans throughout the region.
We honor their past, present, and future 
generations, who have lived here for millennia 
and will forever call this place home.



Preparing Indigenous Teachers for 

Arizona Schools (PITAS)

Pathway to Teacher 

Certification



Principal Investigators

Cohort 1 Graduated in May 2024

• Funding Source: Arizona 
Department of Education

Cohort 2 graduating in May of 2025

• Funding Source: Arizona 
Governor’s Office

Dr. Angelina Castagno Dr.  Ramona Mellott



NAU Spring 2024 Commencement
College of Education Only



Introduction of 
Northern Arizona University Staff



Preparing Indigenous Teachers for Arizona Schools 
(PITAS) is . . .

designed for para-
professionals, 
educational assistants, 
and others in Native-
serving schools across 
Arizona who want to 
become certified K-8 
teachers.

Persons who are already certified 
teachers are NOT eligible

PITAS Cohorts 2024



Persons who are 
already certified

teachers are 
NOT eligible



Of cohort 2022 19 (76%) scholars completed their 
student teaching and graduated on time in 

May 2024





PITASBridge

- Leads to admission into the 

College of Education and the 

PITAS program for those who 

need to address deficiencies

BSED Elementary Education

- Leads to K-8 teacher 

certification, plus a bachelor’s 

degree

MEd Elementary  Education

- Leads to K-8 teacher 

certification, plus a master’s 

degree

Program 

Options



• NAU courses offered live online via Zoom

• Cohort model

• Class content designed for Native-serving 

schools 

• Convenient, consistent class schedule

• Completed in 2 years

• Tuitions and mandatory fees can be 

covered by ATA Scholarship

• $500 scholarship/stipend per semester 

(in addition to ATA Scholarship or other 

financial aid offered) Must attend 

weekend and summer residency

PITAS

Program 

Highlights





Another Possible Benefit!!
Early Certification

• TIPP:  Teacher Intern Preparation Program and 
STIC: Student Teaching Intern Certificate

PITAS #1 KA graduate ADE Certified,  hired to teach 2nd grade

PITAS #2 SL graduate ADE Certified, hired to teach 3rd grade

PITAS #3 JM graduate ADE Certified hired as FACE Program Parent Trainer

PITAS #4 DH graduate ADE Certified hired to teach 4th grade

PITAS #5 CH graduate ADE Certified hired to teach 2nd grade

PITAS #6 CV graduate ADE Certified hired to teach 3rd grade

PITAS #7 LW graduate ADE Certified, hired to teach 3rd grade

PITAS #8 ET graduate ADE Certified hired to teach 6th grade

PITAS #9 CG undergraduate Applying for STIC, offered job as 1st and 2nd grade teacher



Program 

Overview

• Technologically advanced

• Culturally responsive 

pedagogy

• Student-focused

• Small class sizes 

• Individual attention

• CAEP accredited 



• Complete 45 transfer credits including the following:  

Community College Courses Required Grade

ENG 101 Combined GPA for ENG 101 and 

ENG 102 must be at least 3.0ENG 102

Introduction to Education C or better

Principles of Mathematics I C or better

Principles of Mathematics II C or better

Lecture + Lab Science C or better

Lecture + Lab Science C or better

Professional Education Programs

Admission Requirements for BSED



• Cumulative 2.5 GPA in Liberal Studies courses or all 

transfer courses

• Copy of Identity-Verified Print (IVP) 

• fingerprint clearance card

Admission Requirements for BSED

Professional Education Programs



• Bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution including 

the following:  

Community College Courses Required Grade

ENG foundation composition course Minimum cumulative GPA in English 

courses: 3.0

College Algebra or approved math course C or better

Lab Science course C or better

Bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution GPA of 3.0 = full admittance

Below 3.0 undergraduate GPA = 

petition for conditional admittance with 

requirement of earning 3.0 in your first 

semester of the MEd program

Copy of IVP Fingerprint clearance card

Professional Education Programs

Admission Requirements for MEd



Coursework & Residencies

•
PITAS Graduate scholars are 
required to maintain a 3.0 GPA 
and PITAS Undergraduate 
Scholars are required to maintain 
a 2.0 GPA to remain funded by the 
Arizona Teachers Academy. We 
will support you in your 
coursework and fieldwork but 
there are some things that may 
make it more difficult for you to 
succeed or to continue in the 
program, including missing 
coursework, not attending class 
or study sessions, and failing to 
submit assignments. 



Arizona Teachers 

Academy

https://nau.edu/coe/wp-content/uploads/sites/30/06132019_ArizonaTeachersAcademy_NEW-300x199.png

● Arizona Teacher’s Academy (ATA) grant aid and tuition-based 

Scholarship/waivers cover any remaining tuition and mandatory 

student fees after all available grant aid and scholarships have 

been applied.

● ATA is NOT a need-based scholarship and is open to ALL students 

who are enrolled in an eligible program and are U.S. citizens or 

permanent residents; ATA recipients must be able to complete a 

FAFSA and eligible for federal student aid.

● Program commitment is to teach at an Arizona public school one 

year for any portion of a year when scholarship funds are awarded. 

https://nau.edu/coe/teachers-academy/


Additional ATA 

Benefits

https://nau.edu/coe/wp-content/uploads/sites/30/06132019_ArizonaTeachersAcademy_NEW-300x199.png

• Coverage of licensure exam costs.

• Additional professional development experiences during your 

program.

• Coverage of teaching certification costs upon graduation.

• Mentoring and induction support provided to NAU graduates by the 

Arizona K-12 Center during your first year of teaching in Arizona.

https://nau.edu/coe/teachers-academy/
https://www.azk12.org/


FAFSA verification?  
You might be chosen

Verification is the process 
your school uses to confirm 
that the data reported on 
your FAFSA form is accurate. 
If you're selected for 
verification, your school will 
request additional 
documentation that 
supports the information 
you reported. Don't assume 
you're being accused of 
doing anything wrong; 
however, the process can 
take several weeks!



• Contact Micaela Merryman to discuss your application 

and transcripts

• Complete the current FAFSA Here is a “how to” video on the FAFSA: 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-

e&q=how+to+complete+the+fafsa#kpvalbx=_puL_YqO6BoLckPIP2s6P2AE19

• Be sure to check your NAU email daily and follow up!

Steps for acceptance to PITAS:

1. Acceptance to NAU (sent via email, you must “accept”) 

this may take up to a week to process.

2. Acceptance to the Professional Education Programs 

(PEP) (sent to NAU email)

3. Acceptance to PITAS (sent via NAU email)

Join us in PITAS!

Important next steps and reminders

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-e&q=how+to+complete+the+fafsa#kpvalbx=_puL_YqO6BoLckPIP2s6P2AE19
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-e&q=how+to+complete+the+fafsa#kpvalbx=_puL_YqO6BoLckPIP2s6P2AE19




Sample Supervisor Letter





Micaela Merryman
PITAS Program Coordinator

NAU Mountain Campus

✆ 928.523.4638

🖂 Micaela Merryman@nau.edu

Get Started Now

Available On Campus Mondays through Wednesdays 11:00 AM to 5:00 PM

Micaela.Merryman@nau.edu



Dr. Sigmund A. Boloz
Associate Teaching Professor and 

PITAS Anchor Faculty

College of Education

✆ (928) 523-8562

🖂 sig.boloz@nau.edu

Get Started Now





Target End Date for Applications
June 28, 2024

Waiting List

We are looking for 20 scholars and we 

are looking for a diverse representation 

in PITAS and10 scholars for the 

PITASBridge program



1. Contact Micaela 
Merryman for 
InformationUndergraduate Graduate

If you need assistance

Contact Molly Jisa

2. Apply to NAU

• Unofficial transcript

• Submit FAFSA to NAU

If you need assistance

Contact Amy Faull

Keep checking your NAU email

Wait for your admission’s letter

Laverne Kescoli reviews 

applications 3. Once admitted, Apply to PEP 

(Professional Educators 

Programs)

• IVP Card Required

• Submit ATA agreement form

Amy Faull reviews applications

If you DO NOT Qualify for PITAS 

Consider Applying to PITASBridge 4. Apply to PITAS

• Official Transcript

• Letter of Interest

• Letter of Support 

(supervisor)

If not Accepted to PITAS speak 

to your advisor regarding your 

options

Final Interview with Dr. Boloz

Accepted to PITAS


	Slide 1: Welcome! To the PITAS and PITASBridge Presentation from the College of Education at NAU
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Principal Investigators
	Slide 5: NAU Spring 2024 Commencement College of Education Only
	Slide 6: Introduction of  Northern Arizona University Staff
	Slide 7: Preparing Indigenous Teachers for Arizona Schools (PITAS) is . . .
	Slide 8: Persons who are already certified teachers are  NOT eligible
	Slide 9: Of cohort 2022 19 (76%) scholars completed their student teaching and graduated on time in May 2024
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: Another Possible Benefit!! Early Certification
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19: Coursework & Residencies
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: FAFSA verification?   You might be chosen
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: Target End Date for Applications June 28, 2024
	Slide 31

