
 

  Wednesday, January 15, 2025 
 

7:00am – 8:00am Registration & Continental Breakfast – Anasazi Ballroom 
8:00am – 8:15am Conference Announcements 
8:15am – 9:00am Featured Speaker: Diana-Diaz Harrison 

Time Session Title Room Presenter 

Breakout Session 1 
9:15am – 10:30am 

Empowering Teachers and School Leaders with Actionable Data Navajo Michael Vogler 
Effective Problem-Solving in Professional Development: Strategies 

That Work and Fixes for When They Don’t Hopi Shayla Samuels, Carrie Burdon, & Veronica Herreras 

Leveraging Title IV-A Funding to Improve Your School Safety Program Pima Keri Schoeff 
Elevate Learning: Student Engagement Strategies that Spark Growth 

and Ignite Success Cochise Jen Minor 

“The EXPOTENTIAL Proficiency Power Within the Pedagogy of 
Student Group Engagement!” (Part 1)         Geronimo Dr. Elizabeth Johnson & Jacquelyn Power 

Building Interdisciplinary Connections: How Arts Education Sparks 
Scientific Curiosity Yucca Laura Namerow 

School Improvement - partnering with Cradle to Career and raising 
student achievement Palo Verde Joshua Bayne, Kristina Brewer, & Amber Schlak 

Supporting Student Achievement through Special Education 
Administrators Cholla Alexandria Nudelman & Victoria Trujillo 

Another Piece of the Puzzle: Building Stronger School Communities 
Post-Pandemic Saguaro Tracy Malcolm 

Rank and Serve Palacio TBD 
10:30am – 10:45am Break & Exhibitor Viewing 

Breakout Session 2 
10:45am – 12:00pm 

Comparability Navajo TBD 
“Kids Don’t Miss Practice or Vacation: The Root of Absenteeism” Hopi Lance Thonvold 

Closing Achievement Gaps using the Accelerated Mindset Pima Jaime Camacho & Tracy Watkins 
ADEL - Arizona Digital Educators Library Cochise Eric Stuebner 

“The EXPOTENTIAL Proficiency Power Within the Pedagogy of 
Student Group Engagement!” (Part 2) Geronimo Dr. Elizabeth Johnson & Jacquelyn Power 

Building Student Achievement from What they Already Know... using 
CFA's. Yucca Sara Schaefer & Alyssa Graceffa 

K-8 Career Literacy Standards and Resources Palo Verde Susan Farretta 
Systems of Support for ELL and Fully English Proficient Students Cholla Lucedes Rubi McBroom 

Case Studies in UDL – Real World Applications for Gifted and Special 
Education Students Saguaro Catherine Oliver & Jenifer Fernandez 

Driving Youth Engagement with Creative Enrichment Strategies Palacio Emma Chavez, Heather Wacker, Allyson Seale, & 
Palona Peralta-Carrillo 

12:00pm – 1:00pm Lunch – Anasazi Ballroom 

Breakout Session 3 
1:00pm – 2:15pm 

Maintaining Your Most Valuable Asset: Strategic Planning for Educator 
Retention Navajo Will Ambos & Jamie Wilbur 

Effectively Using Student Work to Understand Student Progress and 
Make Intentional Instructional Decisions Hopi Pilar Holtrop 

Using Creative Writing Strategies to Build Community and Bolster 
Student Achievement Pima Michelle Wagner 

Elevate Learning: Student Engagement Strategies that Spark Growth 
and Ignite Success Cochise Jen Minor 

Meaningful Learning Experiences for All Students Through 
Partnerships Between General Education and Special Education Geronimo Rob Hilliker 

Raise Your Hand Lift Their Future! The Educational Rights of 
Homeless Children & Youth Yucca Rita Rodriguez 

A Leadership Model for Everyone: Empowering Schoolwide Success Palo Verde Kristine Hanson & Terry Peper 
Early Career Teacher Academy Cholla Linda Chapman, Megan Cameron, & Lauren Arrowood 

Characteristics of a Successful School Turnaround (COSST) Saguaro Stephanie Hall-Zurek 
Data Utilization Palacio Deb Kaplow & Bailey Acevedo 

2:15pm – 2:45pm Break & Exhibitor Viewing 

Breakout Session 4 
2:45pm – 4:00pm 

Raising Student Achievement Through Teacher Leadership Navajo Will Ambos & Eric Brooks 
Accessing Your Inner Teacher: Supporting Early Career Teachers to 

be Reflective Practitioners Hopi Pilar Holtrop 

Ethical Values, Character and Integrity as integral to Academic 
Success Pima Dr. Albert Celoza 

School Improvement - Collaborative Quality Analysis Cochise Lori VanScyoc 
UDL Unleashed: Strategies to Empower Every Student Geronimo Jenifer Fernandez & Rob Hilliker 

Building Success: Innovative Strategies from a National ESEA 
Distinguished School Nominee for Raising Student Achievement in 

Special Populations 
Yucca Laura Couret 

Get in Gear: Navigating Year 1 of Project Momentum Palo Verde Jon Lansa & Shayla Samuels 
Title IV-A Essentials: A Roadmap for New District Leaders & Grant 

Writers Cholla Catherine Oliver & Venesa Hernandez 

Building Teacher Leadership Saguaro Nancy Penzone & Maddie Sessom 
Supporting Success Beyond School Hours: Engaging Students and 

Families Through Out of School Time Palacio Doreen Candelaria, Tisha Marple, & Tricia Sullivan 



 


