
AZELLA RESOURCES: 
THE WHAT, WHERE, AND WHEN

Friday Focus Webinar  

November 8, 2024



OBJECTIVES

 

During this session, participants will receive information on publicly 
available AZELLA resources including  TestNav’s Student Readiness Tool, 
Sample Tests, and Scoring Rubrics. These resources should be utilized by 
educators when planning for the provision of multiple opportunities for 
students to practice demonstrating their English proficiency with 
confidence when answering questions in the format presented in the 
AZELLA.



TODAY'S AGENDA…

AZELLA Resources –What they are, where to find them, when to use them 

❑ Student Readiness Tool

❑ Sample Tests

❑ Scoring Rubrics



AZELLA Student Readiness Tool



THE AZELLA STUDENT READINESS TOOL (SRT)

The SRT can be accessed 
through the web version of 
TestNav, only. 

1. Click on the link 

2. Locate the AZELLA Student 
Readiness tool from the Arizona 
Online Sample Tests and 
Assessments Tutorials

 3. Click on the gray bar.
 

https://az.testnav.com/client/index.html 

https://az.testnav.com/client/index.html


STUDENT READINESS TOOL

• Now available in the web browser version of TestNav 
• Includes student-friendly videos and an opportunity to practice using all 

the tools and features available in TestNav 



Getting Around 



Tools and Accessibility Features 

Students can learn about and try 
the features and accessibility tools. 

These include: 

• Zoom
• Magnification
• Answer Masking
• Line Reader
• Highlighting with different colors
• Changing the background and 

Foreground Color 
• Text-to-speech (Grades 4-12 

Extended Writing)
• ASL Video Player (for ASL forms) 



ANIMATED VIDEO EXPLANATION OF FEATURES OR ACCESSIBILITY

• Each mini lesson begins with an animated video explanation of the feature or accessibility being presented. 
• At the conclusion of the video, students are encouraged to practice using the interactive “Try It” feature. 
• Each grade band includes different age-appropriate characters and narrators.



AZELLA Sample Tests



AZELLA SAMPLE TESTS: WHAT THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY ARE NOT

SAMPLE TESTS PROVIDE AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO:
✓Practice following directions, finding page numbers, 

locating item numbers, and learning how to correctly 
bubble responses

✓Simulate the actual test environment

✓Assist students to feel comfortable when taking the 
actual AZELLA

✓Become familiar with the test design and item types 
(especially any new item types)

✓Allow students to demonstrate their true English 
language proficiency when they take the test by 
removing construct-irrelevant constraints (e.g., 
online navigation)

✓Simplify, paraphrase, or explain directions and 
samples

✓Familiarize student with the expectations for open-
ended questions (i.e., Writing and Speaking)

SAMPLE TESTS DO NOT:

✓Contain a complete representation of all the 
item types on the actual AZELLA

✓Encompass the full scope of the performance 
indicators included in the 2019 English 
Language Proficiency Standards

✓Provide a score interpretation

✓Include actual test items



AZELLA SAMPLE TEST 
INFORMATION

• Information regarding the AZELLA 
Sample Test can be found in the 
AZELLA webpage under         
AZELLA Sample Test Information.

• Wherever it is indicated that a test 
unit or the entire test is available in 
TestNav, there is a live link to the 
web browser version of TestNav

• No username or password is 
required 

• AZELLA Sample Test are available 
to teachers, students, and families.

https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella


KINDERGARTEN AND GRADE 1 SAMPLE TEST DIGITAL KITS

The Kindergarten and Grade 
1 digital kits include:  

✓ Student Test Book
✓ Downloadable audio files 

for Unit 1 and for Unit 4 
(Grade 1 only)

✓ Teacher’s Edition

Note that Unit 5 is administered 
using TestNav and the student’s 
Test Book 



KINDERGARTEN AND GRADE 1 STUDENT PRACTICE SHEET

✓ Included in the 
Teacher’s Edition

✓ A precursor to the 
Sample Test 

✓ Excellent student 
practice for multiple-
choice questions



GRADES 2 –  3 SAMPLE TEST

The Grade 2-3 digital kit 
includes:  

✓ Extended Writing Student 
Test Book

✓ Downloadable audio file for 
Unit 4 (Extended Writing)

✓ Teacher’s Edition

Note that Units 1, 2, 3, and 5 of the 
Sample are available in TestNav. 



GRADES 4 – 12 SAMPLE TEST

The Grade 4 – 12  digital kit includes:  

✓ Teacher’s Edition

Note that all five units of the Grades 4-5, 6-8, and 9-12  are 
available in TestNav. 



NEW “ASK QUESTIONS” SPEAKING SAMPLE GRADES 2 – 3 

Script and screenshot 

For some of the items on the test, you 
will have to ask questions about 
information that is missing from tables 
or charts.

Look at this sample. Look at the tables. 
They have information about sunflowers 
and marigolds, two types of flowers. 
Some of the information is missing. You 
can see four question marks where 
information is missing, but you only 
need to ask three questions. What are 
three questions you can ask that will 
help you find the information that is 
missing from the tables? Be sure to ask 
three complete questions. Do not say 
what you learn from the tables.

For this item, you could have 
asked three complete 
questions, like these: “How tall 
do sunflowers grow?” “What are 
sunflowers used for?” and “How 
many days does it take for 
marigolds to grow from seed?” 
Remember to ask questions 
about the missing information in 
the tables, and do not say what 
you learn from the tables.



NEW ASK QUESTIONS SPEAKING SAMPLES GRADES 4 – 12 SAMPLE TEST

Script and screenshot 

For some of the items on the test, you 
will have to ask questions about 
information that is missing from tables 
or charts.
Look at this sample. Look at the 
tables. They have information about 
redwood trees and saguaro cacti. 
Some of the information is missing. 
You can see four question marks 
where information is missing, but you 
only need to ask three questions. 
What are three questions you can ask 
to get the missing information? Be 
sure to ask three complete 
questions. Do not say what you learn 
from the tables.

For this item, you could have 
asked three complete 
questions, such as “What 
type of climate do redwood 
trees grow in?” “How tall can 
saguaro cacti grow?” and 
“Where are saguaro cacti 
native to?” Remember 
to ask questions about the 
missing information in the 
tables, and do not make a 
statement about the 
information that is in the 
tables.



AZELLA Scoring Rubrics



SPEAKING AND WRITING RUBRICS 

The AZELLA Speaking and Writing Rubrics are the scoring instruments 

that contain the criteria used to consistently measure student attainment. 

The AZELLA Rubrics define the expectations for EL students at the 

different proficiency levels and help to ensure consistency when 

evaluating the skills and knowledge as per the Arizona 2019 English 

Language Proficiency Standards. 



ANNOTATED SPEAKING RUBRICS

Kindergarten “Describe Picture”

The annotated AZELLA Rubrics 
include:

• An example of the item type

• Scripted directions and 
prompt

• Examples of student 
responses for each score 
point

• An explanation of the score 
assigned for each example 



WRITING RUBRICS

Kindergarten 
“Holistic Rubric” 
(Conventions)



WRITING RUBRICS

Kindergarten “Holistic Rubric” (Conventions)

The annotated AZELLA Rubrics 
include:

• An example of the item type

• Scripted directions and 
prompt

• Examples of student 
responses for each score 
point

• An explanation of the score 
assigned for each example 



Questions? 



For questions, please contact us at: 

AZELLA@azed.gov  

THANK YOU!

Arizona EL Student Art 
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