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THE WHY AND WHAT



WHY DO WE PROVIDE SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES?

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

• The IDEA makes a free appropriate public education (FAPE) available to 
eligible children with disabilities aged 3–21 and ensures special education and 
related services designed to meet their unique needs are provided

• FAPE is intended to prepare children with disabilities for further education, 
employment, and independent living

• FAPE is provided at public expense, under public supervision and direction, 
without charge to parents, and in conformity with an IEP



HOW DOES ADE/ESS ENSURE A FAPE IS PROVIDED?

General Supervision

The IDEA requires SEAs to implement a system of General Supervision
 

• Outlines the SEA’s accountability for enforcing the implementation 
of the IDEA and ensuring continuous improvement that results in 
improved educational and functional outcomes

• Ensures PEAs can provide a FAPE to children with disabilities



WHY ARE GENERAL SUPERVISION SYSTEMS NEEDED?

• Children with disabilities are in a safe 
and supportive environment where 
developmental and educational 
milestones can be achieved

• Services are being provided

• Services provided are individualized 
and appropriate

• Program Requirements are met

• Funds are used wisely

• Parents are involved and engaged

• Youth are leaving high school ready 
to be a productive member of 
society



COMPONENTS OF ARIZONA’S SEA GENERAL SUPERVISION SYSTEM



WHO WE SERVE



STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
(SWD) IN ARIZONA

Preschool
9,567 SWD
354 Native American SWD

Kindergarten–Grade 12
144,462 SWD
7,649 Native American SWD



Native American Students with Disabilities by Disability Category: 
Preschool

43.5%

29.38%

24.29%

2.26%

0.56%

0

Developmental Delay (154)

Speech/Language Impairment (104)

Preschool Severe Delay (86)

Hearing Impairment (8)

Traumatic Brain Injury (2)

Visual Impairment (0)

Of  354 Native 
American Preschool 
students with 
disabilities, almost half 
have a developmental 
delay.

October 1 Count (2023–2024) 



Native American Students with Disabilities by Least Restrictive 
Environment Preschool

Separate settings 
(136) 38%

Another placement within the community (24) 7%
Services only (3) 1%

Regular Early 
Childhood 

Program (191) 
54%

Over half of Native 
American Students with 
Disabilities in Preschool 
are served in a regular 
early childhood setting 
with non-disabled peers. 

October 1 Count (2023–2024) 



Native American Students with Disabilities by Disability Category: 
K-12

48.8%
14.49%

8.31%
8.01%

6.64% 
6.26%

3.86%
1.82%

0.86%
0.34%
0.3%
0.22%
0.08%

Specific Learning Disability (3733)
Speech/Language Impairment (1108)

Developmental Delay (636)
Autism (613)

Other Health Impairment (OHI) (508)
Intellectual Disability (479)

Emotional Disturbance (295)
Multiple Disabilities (139)
Hearing Impairment (66)

Visual Impairment (26)
Traumatic Brain Injury (23)

Orthopedic Impairment (17)
Deaf-Blindness (6)

Of  the 7,649 Native 
American students
(K-12) with disabilities, 
almost half are 
identified with a 
specific learning 
disability.

October 1 Count (2023–2024) 



Native American Students with Disabilities by Least Restrictive 
Environment K-12

In regular class 
40% to 79% of 
the day (1,130) 
15%

In regular class 
less than 40% of 

the day (1,027) 
13%

Separate School (140) 2%
Other (51) 1%

In regular class 
80% or more 
of the day 
(5,301) 

69%

Over half of Native American 
SWD in Kindergarten through 
Grade 12 are served in a regular 
class for most of their school 
day.

Other includes: 
Private School Placement, enrolled by parents 0.24% 
Hospital or Home Instruction 0.21% 
Public or Private Residential Facility 0.09% 
Correctional Facilities 0.13%

October 1 Count (2023–2024) 



Post School Outcomes Engagement 
Rates for Native American SWD

 7%  Enrolled in other postsecondary     

             education or training (28) 

10%  Some other employment (40) 

13% Enrolled in higher education (54) 

28%  Competitive employment (114) 

43%  Not engaged (177) 



HOW WE SUPPORT



ESS Acronyms

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/Educational%20Acronyms%20in%20Arizona_August%202024.pdf
https://201806-dcs-uploaded-doc.s3.eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/rXiJxu1Rz00SkBhPxlSFGbkwuUZS-Q?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=ASIA3EBCGTRUD7AC5BKR%2F20240804%2Feu-west-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20240804T162235Z&X-Amz-Expires=259200&X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjENf%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCWV1LXdlc3QtMSJGMEQCIDzlJL2dMQVY1PADsAn9kriqI2cVLc2hwXb6uhKh7PMeAiAY47rvjU4rU%2Bm3RC1rqbHzkgDZp04usbFaZoSkY11YoSrQAwjA%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F8BEAQaDDc2NDU3NTkxNTExMiIMS6sHNFdjPzD7CNeRKqQDxNwtWJ8jUjYUKrQakRYQBOlnDJY4bGnZkcD7Vz89UyD5ydhy3mznhZTcJgriK9IACxY7NxW6%2BTcievxm2xfbm5eqHKNJMf6oybb6r9z4HFIG8tlXuporYn1mQ5zB6E6o3xw8GqoJW%2FxJzgJJpeDvqiHCJOZEvJnkQrhfAiQXWSlv0LiOPlMHghSsPKl8sQoXzHN5YysYpMT6IQSnfuxAaf0RB9hn9RV%2FEvr04JpzkwbGWoVBX4VIwzRbWvgB8hAKtw2jGkFFvgLiKaEwbqFEVzoT%2F%2B%2F4SLkhm9A1xVucQAY2epff4YTSMndqfZTWjZ12PRQAjwW5y85U0dqxSBpXSv9iDCLvoiBbWEv%2Fi0%2FfrRJuM%2FI9gb4UTYAB%2FQ0K1ngjrNVqYQbBsvAk%2FSET7tuqKskJeFH9RIM4w8Lf%2BNJiYDhrVH2SywZ0s2eqDy71u%2BX4vlIEPMDGSqSkigb40y%2FYhp7DrNPoFeDTvXvISbHAGS2dCVcVrciwY5Ut0NqA16u5I3%2FTYoZ%2FNx3Ou5JlfaQFQVVolT0UtSL0YMMNQ6teVeKHLPUmMK6ivrUGOp8BLmO18QBRhW98LE%2BYqq7DKaYn2BstpvQ4w4g%2F%2FcP8MmbqZo%2FclafbWhBfyvELl%2FhS6qKplr74AaAb8YcAaE0bO%2FYNFRrYm42QJX%2B6UahF9xZY8Hbvy5zEnnep3FpIlpMVnWHoMUWGTw5%2BidUEgrBrlbJTvH%2BEiGPVXy9bC2KH2Wm3UJAyWc01XC07Z1geI3VwGOUlOVwYaeu4cmZc4TMs&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&response-content-disposition=filename%2A%3DUTF-8%27%27Educational%2BAcronyms%2Bin%2BArizona.pdf&x-id=GetObject&X-Amz-Signature=4c0dac7029d92b34577460a35fa9cda1cc3cbb17ec1df4af835a2c3083465637


ESS Supports and 
Resources

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/ESS%20Supports%20and%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/ESS%20Supports%20and%20Resources.pdf
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2024/08/ESS%20Supports%20and%20Resources.pdf


Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE)

2024 Fall Itinerant Model 
Professional Learning Community Sessions
6 Wednesdays August 21-Oct. 2, 2024 
No session Sept. 4th due to IDEA 
11:30a.m.—12:30 p.m.

2024 Fall Preschool Transitions 
Community of Practice 
4 meetings in October or November, choose one

EMAIL ECSE for more information 

https://www.azed.gov/specialeducation/early-childhood-special-education
mailto:ecseinbox@azed.gov


Academic Achievement & Inclusive Practices

Arizona Professional Learning Series (AZPLS)

Universal Design for Learning

High Leverage Practices (HLPs) 

HLP Alignment Tool

https://www.arizonapls.com/
https://udlguidelines.cast.org/
https://highleveragepractices.org/about-hlps?_gl=1*14w9pu9*_ga*NzAwMzk4MTIzLjE3MTYzMDA2OTg.*_ga_L4ZFTNESGT*MTcyMjA5ODAwOC41LjEuMTcyMjA5ODAxOS40OS4wLjA.
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/resources/high-leverage-practices/


Secondary Transition

A bridge between school 
programs and the opportunities 
of adult life, including higher 
education/training, employment, 
and independent living.

Secondary Transition Website

Secondary Transition Resources

Age-Appropriate Transition Assessments

https://www.azed.gov/specialeducation/transition/
https://wakelet.com/wake/0z6oCOmWuliL6xnZko8qa
https://wakelet.com/wake/Asqi9Jk3BieQFT67u-axd
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/06/Pre-ETS%20Flyer_Final%202023%20acc.pdf


Assistive Technology  (AT)

Resources and 
professional 
development to help 
IEP teams make  
better decisions 
about assistive 
technology

https://www.azed.gov/specialeducation/at
https://www.azed.gov/specialeducation/at


Assistive Technology

ADE/ESS AT Short-Term Loan Library 
◦ Free, may borrow for 4 weeks
◦ 4,000+ pieces of equipment and growing 
◦ Free shipping both ways anywhere in AZ
◦ For public schools 

AzTAP AT Short-Term Loan Library 
◦ Free, may borrow for 2 weeks
◦  Shared inventories with ADE library
◦ Free shipping both ways anywhere in AZ 
◦ For any resident of Arizona, private and BIE schools

https://www.adeatloan.org/
https://azatdemoloanprogram.org/


ESS Recruitment and Retention

Special Education Teacher Certification Pathways
Arizona Education Employment Board

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2023/07/Special%20Education%20Teacher%20Certification%20Pathways.pdf
http://www.arizonaeducationjobs.com/


Purpose: 
To prepare new special education 
directors for the practical 
operation of a special education 
system. 

Topics covered:
Compliance and legal 
requirements
Fiscal issues
Assessment
General supervision
ADE supports and resources.



Teach Camp for new special education teachers!

https://www.azed.gov/specialeducation/teach-camp


Special Education Learning 
Experiences for Competency 
in Teaching (SELECT)

Sponsored by the Arizona Department of 
Education and offered through 
the Institute for Human Development at 
Northern Arizona University

Teachers, administrators, related-service 
personnel, paraeducators, and other 
interested individuals

Free as a professional growth or taken as 
graduate credit for a fee

https://nau.edu/ihd/select-program/
https://nau.edu/ihd/select-program/
https://nau.edu/ihd/select-program/
https://www.azed.gov/specialeducation
https://www.azed.gov/specialeducation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z0HnPw9M5k4
https://nau.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/62/SELECT-At-A-Glance-Fall-2024.pdf


Programs for Professionals

• Trainings and workshops

• In-service training

https://raisingspecialkids.org/
https://raisingspecialkids.org/


Exceptional Student Services
ESSInbox@azed.gov 

Thank You

mailto:ESSInbox@azed.gov

