
The Disciplinary Skills and 
Process Standards are 
listed here and are how 
scholars work with the 

content. They have been 
modified for clarity. 

Teachers should use or 
reference these standards 

during instructional 
planning. 

Students must learn… comes from the 
list of required content from the 

standards document. Think of these as 
the “units of study.” What specifics and 
the pacing are taught are determined 

by the local education agency.

Students should be able to answer the compelling question 
by the END of the year. Units, lessons, and assessments 

should be connected to this question.

The Priority Standards 
were chosen by reviewing 

the essential content 
knowledge and 

determining which 
standards align with the 

majority of the content. By 
the end of the year, 

students should have, at 
minimum, these standards 

mastered. 
TEACHERS SHOULD 

AIM TO TEACH ALL OF 
THE STANDARDS.

Social Studies teachers should support the state 
assessment by using and teaching academic 

vocabulary that students will see across content 
areas and on standardized tests. 

Content Specific Vocabulary are the 
essential terms that all students in the 

grade level should know, at a minimum, 
to be successful in future grades. 

*This is not a complete list*

K-12 Social Studies Guidance Document Introduction

This resource was to designed to be given to any educator in a social studies class. It is meant to be a lesson building guide, choosing an element from 
each section to focus on. Read the box descriptors for more information. 



These strategies are aligned with the 
Disciplinary Skills and Processes Standards 

(Students will be able to… on page one). 
Teachers can choose a piece of text, audio, 
visual primary, or secondary source and use 
these instructional strategies with the content  

being studied.

Sources are aligned with priority standards as well 
as Students Must Learn…(page one) For 

elementary grades, teachers will find readings and 
built-out lesson plans while in the higher grades, we 

focused more on primary sources that students 
should be analyzing.  

Teacher’s following this guide will also be supporting ELA 
standards. The standards listed here are the ELA 

standards (some modified to include social studies terms 
and connections) that align with the Disciplinary Skills 

and Processes Standards (page one) 

DISCLAIMER: THIS DOCUMENT IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE 
GUIDANCE. Please refer to district plans and curriculum. ADE does 
not endorse or support any particular resource or curriculum. This is 

not meant to be a comprehensive or definitive document. 
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