
Supporting Young 
Children Under Age 6 
Experiencing 
Homelessness
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Wednesday, May 15th, 2024



We provide strategic advocacy and practical 
assistance in partnership with schools, early 
childhood programs, institutions of higher 
education, service providers, families, and 
youth.
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About SchoolHouse 
Connection
SchoolHouse Connection 
works to overcome 
homelessness through 
education.

WEBSITE: 
schoolhouseconnection.org

NEWSLETTER:
schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up

● Federal and state policy advocacy
● Q&A from our inbox
● Webinars and implementation tools
● Youth leadership and scholarships







ADE - Add housekeeping slide



Reference Sheet

Access all of the 
resources shared 
in today’s session, 

and more!



Pre-Assessment

Let’s test your knowledge.



Pre-Assessment
1. True or False: Liaisons are required to utilize the Student Residency 

Questionnaire to identify children under age six experiencing homelessness. 

2. True or False: All liaisons are required to identify and enroll or refer students 
to early childhood education programs.

3. True or False: Many early childhood education programs are required to 
prioritize children experiencing homelessness. 



9

Today’s Objectives

● Understand the impacts of 
homelessness on expectant parents 
and children under age six, as well 
as the prevalence in Arizona

● Revisit the McKinney-Vento Act’s 
requirements for identifying and 
referring young children 
experiencing homelessness 

● Identify at least one strategy you 
can use to increase the 
identification and referral of children 
under age 6 experiencing 
homelessness 



Overview
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Sharing the housing of others due to loss of 
housing, economic hardship, or similar reasons. 

Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping 
grounds due to lack of alternative adequate 
accommodations.

Living in emergency or transitional shelters. 

Living in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, 
substandard housing, bus or train stations, or 
similar settings. 
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Homelessness 
Defined
Children and youth 
who lack a fixed, 
regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence.

→

→

→

→
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Increase in families staying in 
homeless shelters or visibly 
unsheltered in 2023, according to 
HUD

16%Homelessness 
among Families 
with Children is              
on the Rise

Babies
Are the age group at greatest risk of 
eviction, followed by children under the 
age of five, according to research from 
Eviction Lab. About a quarter of Black 
babies and toddlers in rental households 
face the threat of eviction in a typical year
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Families often stay with others 
temporarily because of lack of 
shelter availability, and the fear of 
having children removed from 
their custody.

Staying with others puts families, infants, 
and toddlers in vulnerable, harmful 
situations, and, conditions that may 
contribute to developmental delays. 
Parents may stay with abusive/exploitive 
people, or trade sex in order to have a 
place to stay.
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Homelessness 
Has Serious 
Consequences for 
Young Children

Homelessness in infancy has been found 
to be associated with delays in language, 
literacy, and social-emotional 
development, putting children at risk for 
later academic problems. 

→

→

The younger and longer a child 
experiences homelessness, the greater the 
cumulative toll of negative health 
outcomes.

The impacts of homelessness on young 
children are long-lasting,  even once 
families are housed, including on 
children’s school readiness. 

→
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Homelessness 
Also Has 
Long-Term 
Consequences

The high school graduation rate for 
students experiencing homelessness is 
68% compared to 85% for all students. This 
is the lowest graduation rate of any student 
sub-group, including economically 
disadvantaged.

High school students who experience 
homelessness are 10x more likely to 
become pregnant or get someone 
pregnant.

In addition to the academic impacts, 
homelessness in the early years can cause 
developmental delays, social-emotional 
challenges, and long-term trauma.

→

→

→
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Homelessness 
Creates Barriers 
to Accessing 
Early Childhood 
Programs

High Mobility of families moving in and out of 
motels, staying with others, living in cars, etc.

Lack of documentation and other enrollment 
barriers, including child immunization and 
parent work requirements

Lack of transportation to and from programs

Lack of awareness among early care providers 
of both the definition of homelessness and the 
best ways to reach families

→

→

→

→
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Young Children 
Experiencing 
Homelessness

babies, toddlers, and young children 
under age 6 experienced homelessness 
in 2021-2022

Nearly 600,000

(Chapin Hall, University of Chicago)

1.1 MILLION

44% of young women (age 18-25) and 18% 
of young men experiencing homelessness 
are current or expectant parents to over

young children

DATA
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Infants, Toddlers, 
& Families 
Experiencing 
Homelessness

Of infants and toddlers live in crowded housing, 
which is known to jeopardize child development. 
2.9% of babies and toddlers have moved three or 
more times since birth.

State of Babies Yearbook 2023 (Zero to Three)

15.2%

Pregnancy and parenthood may 
increase the risk of youth 
homelessness

Young parents—especially those unmarried—had 
three times the risk of experiencing homelessness 
compared to non-parenting peers. This is the second 
highest risk factor for young adult homelessness, 
second only to lacking a high school diploma or GED

DATA



Poll: Have you supported families 
with young children under age six 

experiencing homelessness? 
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"Each local educational agency liaison for 
homeless children and youths, designated 
under paragraph (1)(J)(ii), shall ensure that 
homeless children and youth (including 
preschool-aged children and 
unaccompanied homeless youth) are 
identified by school personnel through 
outreach and coordination activities with 
other entities and agencies.”  
42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(6)(A)(i)

McKinney-Vento 
Act

Liaison 
Responsibility: 
Outreach and 
Coordination





Liaison Duties: Early Childhood Referrals
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The liaison must be able to carry out the ten duties outlined in the law, including:
● Identify McKinney-Vento students
● Post public notice of McKinney-Vento rights to parents and youth
● Provide professional development and support on McKinney-Vento to 

school staff
● Ensure children and youths have access to and receive educational services 

including services through Head Start programs (including Early Head Start 
programs) under the Head Start Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.), early 
intervention services under part C of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1431 et seq.), and other preschool programs 
administered by the local educational agency
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What is “Early 
Childhood”? 

➔ Maternal Infant Early Childhood Home 
Visiting (expectant parents/caregivers of 
children up to age 5)

➔ Early Head Start (prenatal through age 3)
➔ Head Start (ages 3-5)
➔ Early Intervention (ages 0-3)
➔ Preschool (ages 3-4)
➔ Child Care (ages 6 weeks - 12 years)

◆ Arizona Child Care Resource & Referral
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The Head Start Program Performance Standards 
and Homelessness 

● Include data on children experiencing 
homelessness in community needs 
assessment

● Must actively locate and recruit children 
experiencing homelessness 

● Can reserve up to 3% of program slots for 
children experiencing homelessness

● Must utilize community resources to help 
provide transportation to and from program 



Data
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DATA TRENDS & KEY TAKEAWAYS

Across 50 states, there are approximately 
600,000 children under age six experiencing 
homelessness.

117,715 or 21.17% of all children under age six 
experiencing homelessness are currently 
identified and served by an early childhood 
program (EHS, HS, Home Visiting, LEA).

That means 79% of children under age six 
experiencing homelessness are not identified 
and/or enrolled in an early childhood program

→

Young Children Experiencing 
Homelessness

→

→
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Across 50 states, an estimated 364,390  
infants and toddlers ages birth through three 
are experiencing homelessness.

Only 11% of infants/toddlers are currently 
identified and served by an early childhood 
program (EHS, Home Visiting, LEA).

That means 89% of infants, toddlers, and 
young children experiencing homelessness 
are not identified and/or enrolled in an early 
childhood program

→

Infants & Toddlers 
Experiencing 
Homelessness

→

→
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DATA TRENDS & KEY TAKEAWAYS

0-6 Homeless Enrollment
Across 50 states:

Local Education 
Agencies 
serve an estimated 10.5% of 
children experiencing 
homelessness ages 0-5

Head Start & Early 
Head Start

enroll an estimated 9% of 
children experiencing 
homelessness
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DATA TRENDS & KEY TAKEAWAYS

0-3 Homeless Enrollment
Across 50 states:

Home Visiting
serves an estimated 2.2% of 
infants 
and toddlers experiencing 
homelessness

(Healthy Families America 
and Parents as Teachers)

Local Education 
Agencies 
serve an estimated 4.2% of 
infants and toddlers 
experiencing homelessness

Early Head Start

enrolls an estimated 5% of 
infants and toddlers 
experiencing homelessness



Poll: How many children under 
age 6 are experiencing 

homelessness in Arizona?
31

QUESTIONS & NEXT STEPS
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Children Under Age 6 
Experiencing 
Homelessness in 
Arizona

● 7,360 children age 0-6 (1.54%) 
experiencing homelessness

● 1,086 (14.76%) of these children 
are enrolled in a program

○ 451 age 3-5 year olds 
exp. homelessness 
identified and served by 
Head Start



Strategies for Increasing 
Identification & Enrollment
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QUESTIONS & NEXT STEPS



Identification 
Student Residency Questionnaire

ADE requires the use of the ADE Student 
Residency Questionnaire (SRQ)

• The SRQ must be provided at any time 
enrollment is requested.

• Completion of the SRQ may not be required 
nor a prerequisite for consideration of review 
for of eligibility or confirmation of eligibility.

• Upon indication of homelessness, all potentially 
eligible students are to be immediately 
enrolled.

• The SRQ must be accompanied by the Rights 
of Homeless Students.
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Strategies & Best 
Practices

Ask about younger siblings on all K12 enrollment 
forms, housing questionnaires, etc.and collect and 
report that data

● Are there any younger children in the household 
who are not yet school age?

Know who your local early childhood development 
providers are and use this checklist to make referrals.

Develop outreach materials and strategies to reach 
families where they might frequent, such as motels, 
laundromats, grocery stores, etc.

Develop formal partnerships with early childhood 
providers, including through memorandums of 
understanding (MOUs)

→

→

→

→
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Goal: Increase the 
number of children 
experiencing 
homelessness 
enrolled 

Increase awareness of the McKinney-Vento definition 
of homelessness among staff and families, including 
how it impacts children under age six, and the services to 
which families are entitled.

Increase collaboration with partner agencies and 
systems serving families experiencing homelessness

Improve data collection and reporting specific to young 
children and families experiencing homelessness 

Identify and advocate for the removal of barriers that 
prevent families experiencing homelessness from 
accessing programs

→

→

→

→
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Strategy: Increase 
awareness of the 
McKinney-Vento 
definition of 
homelessness, how it 
impacts young children, 
and services to which 
families are entitled.

Facilitate training, at least annually, for your 
program staff on the McKinney-Vento Act 
definition of homelessness and best practices 
for outreach and identification.

Provide sample outreach and enrollment 
resources that help families understand the 
definition of homelessness and rights and 
services available to them.

→

→
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Strategy: Increase 
collaboration with 
partner agencies and 
systems serving 
children under age six 
and families 
experiencing 
homelessness.

Increase referral mechanisms from child welfare, K12, 
and other systems to your HS and EHS programs. And 
vice-versa

Convene regular cross-agency meetings between your 
program(s), housing, child welfare, K12, and other systems 
with the goal of sharing data and best practices to increase 
enrollment and outcomes of young children experiencing 
homelessness 

Advocate to include homelessness as a priority for 
federal grant applications for which the state is applying. 
This includes Family First, Preschool Development Grant, 
Child Care Development Block Grant, and others.

→

→

→
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BARRIERS TO HOMELESSNESS

Strategy: Improve data 
collection and reporting 
specific to children 
under age 6 
experiencing 
homelessness 

Collect data on children ages 0-2 and 3-5, referrals from 
LEAs, shelter providers, and other agencies, and estimates 
from other sources.

Provide forums for parents experiencing homelessness 
to share their experiences accessing early childhood 
development programs in your community, improving 
policies and practices in your community based on their 
needs and wishes. 

Conduct the Self-Assessment Tool for Early Childhood 
Programs Serving Families Experiencing Homelessness 
annually with your program staff to evaluate what 
improvements could be made to better serve families 
experiencing homelessness. Also available is the Self 
Assessment Tool for Early Childhood Programs Serving 
Families Experiencing Homelessness

→

→

→
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BARRIERS TO HOMELESSNESS

Strategy: Identify and 
advocate for the 
removal of barriers that 
prevent families 
experiencing 
homelessness from 
accessing programs.

Survey families to get a better sense of specific barriers 
they may face

Authorize funding to assist with the unique needs of 
families experiencing homelessness - for example, 
transportation vouchers to and from your programs.

Take full advantage of federal and state 
accommodations offered to homeless families, 
including reserving up to 3% of slots, offering maximum 
grace periods and waivers, and prioritizing children for 
enrollment and on waitlists.

→

→

→







McKinney-Vento 
Homeless 

Assistance Act

Data & Reporting 
Requirements

Local educational agency liaisons for 
homeless children and youths shall, as 
part of their duties, … include collecting 
and providing to the State Coordinator 
the reliable, valid, and comprehensive 
data needed to meet the requirements 
of paragraphs (1) and (3) of subsection (f). 

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)(c)



Reporting Data for HCY in 
LEA Preschool Programs

• Identified HCY between the ages of 3-5 years are included in your 
LEA’s/Charter District’s total enrolled HCY, 
• only if they are enrolled in a preschool program provided by the 

LEA/Charter District.
• Children ages 0-2, or 3-5, and not enrolled in a preschool program at 

your LEA/Charter District, are not included in the total enrolled HCY 
count.

• Identified UHY must be coded with both the HCY and UHY needs 
identifiers and corresponding primary nighttime residence in the SIS.

• If a HCY/UHY Student Leaves the LEA/Charter District they should 
remain in the total enrolled HCY count for that school year in the SIS
• Even if they move transfer to another LEA.



Required SIS Data Elements
Please reference the AzEDS HCY 
and UHY student need data 
elements and codes listed below:

Please also reference the primary 
nighttime residence (PNTR) codes 
below required for both HCY and 
UHY:

Code Descriptor

6 Homeless

21 Unaccompanied 
Homeless Youth

Code Descriptor
1 Sheltered

2 Doubled Up

3 Unsheltered

4 Hotels/motels



Examples from the Field 
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DATA TRENDS & KEY TAKEAWAYS
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Utilizing 
ARP-HCY Funds

DATA TRENDS & KEY TAKEAWAYS

● SEAs and LEAs must obligate by September 30, 
2024 and liquidate by January, 2025

● ED’s Dear Colleague Letter from September, 2023 
emphasized early childhood activities as an 
allowable use

● SEAs and LEAs have used ARP-HCY funds to:
○ Hire early childhood navigators (HI and NC)
○ Distribute mini-grants to Head Start 

programs (OH)
○ Partner with Legal Aid (Akron, OH)
○ Joint Liaison/Early childhood trainings
○ Partnerships/MOUs with local shelters



LEA-Operated Pre-School & 
Head Start Programs

● Same requirement to remove barriers to the identification, 
immediate enrollment, attendance, and academic success of 
pre-school aged children as K-12 students

● ARP-HCY I & II, Title I-A Homeless Set-Aside & EHCY Allowable 
Example Uses
○ Pay tuition for LEA-operated pre-schools and Head Start programs,
○ Transportation,
○ Birth certificates, health records, and proof of residency,
○ Extended learning opportunities, 
○ Parental involvement activities,
○ Personal school supplies, etc. (42 U.S.C. § 11432 (d)(2); (g)(1)(F)(i))



Big Picture
Foundational requirements to ensure the identification of young children 

under age 6 experiencing homelessness.

Awareness
Identification 

Interview  

Eligibility 
Determination 

& Letter

Enrollment in 
LEA ECE 

Program or 
Referral 

Notification 
to District 

Level 
Supports 

SIS Data 
Entry



Post-Assessment

Let’s test your knowledge.



Post-Assessment
1.True or False: Liaisons are required to utilize the Student Residency 

Questionnaire to identify children under age six experiencing homelessness. 

2.True or False: All liaisons are required to identify and enroll or refer students to 
early childhood education programs.

3.True or False: Many early childhood education programs are required to 
prioritize children experiencing homelessness. 



Resources
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QUESTIONS & NEXT STEPS
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Across 50 states, an estimated 364,390  
infants and toddlers ages birth through three 
are experiencing homelessness.

Only 11% of infants/toddlers are currently 
identified and served by an early childhood 
program (EHS, Home Visiting, LEA).

That means 89% of infants, toddlers, and 
young children experiencing homelessness 
are not identified and/or enrolled in an early 
childhood program

→

Infants & Toddlers 
Experiencing 
Homelessness

→

→
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RESOURCES

Additional Resources
1. Supporting Young Children & Families 

Experiencing Homelessness with 
American Rescue Plan Act Funds

2. Referring Young Children to Early 
Childhood Development Programs: 
Checklist for Homeless Liaisons

3. Young Children Experiencing 
Homelessness: an Overview
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RESOURCESAdditional Resources

1. Referring Young Children to 
Early Childhood Development 
Programs: Checklist for 
Homeless Liaisons
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RESOURCESAdditional Resources

1. Referring Young Children to 
Early Childhood Development 
Programs: Checklist for 
Homeless Liaisons



57

Where to start?
Find your local providers:
● Home Visiting
● Child Care
● Head Start and Early Head 

Start
● Early Intervention



Reference Sheet

Access all of the 
resources shared 
in today’s session, 

and more!
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RESOURCES

Let’s Connect!
Facebook: SchoolHouse Connection

Facebook Group: Homelessness & 
Education - A SchoolHouse Connection 
Group

Instagram: @SchoolHouseConnection

Twitter: @SchoolHouseConn

Linkedin: SchoolHouse Connection
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RESOURCES

Sign up for our 
Mailing List!

Get on the list for important legislative 
updates, useful resources, webinar 
announcements, and news related to 
homelessness and
education.
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Sarah Vrabic
Early Childhood Senior 
Program Manager

sarah@schoolhouseconnection.org

Contact Information

Erin Patterson
Director of Education Initiatives

erin@schoolhouseconnection.org 



Technical 
Assistance

Homeless Education 
Program

(602)542-4963 

homeless@azed.gov

www.azed.gov/homeless 

Early Childhood 
Education

(602)364-1530

ECEInbox@azed.gov 

www.azed.gov/ece 



Feedback Survey & Certificates

Feedback survey
•Will only populate once you click “Leave Meeting” 

•Must complete to receive PL certificate in APLD Blackboard

Recording and slides
•APLD session Blackboard

•HEP website



Optional Office Hours


