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Where we are today

• Arizona’s Board of Education – 5 Year Assessment Plan 
• State Board of Education determined that College Board could not be an 

option on the Menu of Assessments due to their decision to no longer offer 
the writing essay 

• Will transition to new assessments this school year
• AASA (Grades 3 - 8)*New in name only, still same items (bank), scoring, etc.
• ACT Aspire (Grade 9)                                                  
• ACT (Grade 11)
• AzSCI (Grades 5, 8, and 11)
• MSAA Science (Grades 5, 8, and 11)

• Stand-Alone Field Tests (All Students must participate)!
• AZELLA (Oct 11-Dec 10)
• AASA Writing (January 24-Feb 18)

• Participating in development of Alternate ELP Assessment
• CAAELP
• Utilization of CCSSO’s Alternate English Language Proficiency Standards



Senate Alternate Assessment Study Committee

• Met 4 times 
September through 
November

• Senators, parents, 
educators, Designee 
for Superintendent 
Hoffman (Audra 
Ahumada), 
community members

Charge: 
To discuss and evaluate: 

1) How this State can improve outreach and 
professional development to ensure support for 
parents and educators of special education students 
who are not eligible for alternative assessment; 

2) accommodations provided to special education 
students while taking assessments; 

3) guidance on properly identifying students for the 
alternative assessment; 

4) professional development opportunities for special 
education educators and school administrators; and 

5) developing a parent guidebook on assessments for 
students with special needs.  



Study Committee: Possible Recommendations

• Statewide Assessment Guidebook for Schools and Parents

• Resources for educators focusing on functional skills, real 
life scenarios (and for assessments)

• Optional formative assessments for students with 
significant cognitive disabilities

• Regional trainings for teachers, administrators and 
paraprofessionals

• Considerations for changes to how MSAA reports are 
reported

• Revise the qualifications process for MSAA



End of Test Survey

• District Test Coordinators (DTCs) identified in 
each district

• Test Administrators (TAs) 
• Teachers in tested grades (3-8 and10)

• Assistant principals 

• Principals 

• Staff members who administer the test



Survey Participation

DTC Survey

 Link by email
 All registered DTCs in 

TIDE
 Was sent out to 596 

DTCs
 Response rate 63%

DTC: District Test Coordinators

TA Survey

 Link by email
 All test administrators in 

TIDE
 Teachers, principals and 

Assistant principals
 Teachers in tested grades
 Was sent to 24,365 TAs
 Response rate 12%



How concerned are you about students’ academic growth 
right now?



Student Engagement- TA Survey

When providing instruction in the last year, 
how many of your students regularly 
participated in your virtual classes?

When providing instruction in the last year, 
how engaged have students been in your 
in-person classes?



Student/Teacher Engagement- TA Survey

Compared to past years, how much harder 
or easier is it to connect and get to know 
your students this year?

Compared to past years, how much 
harder or easier is it to connect with 
families this year?



Requesting Accommodations

For AASA, AzSCI, AZELLA and        
ACT Aspire

• Review Friday Focus Webinar 
(Slides/Recording/FAQ): 
Accessibility and Assessments

• ADE Assessment Friday Focus Webinar
Under Friday Focus Tab 

• Review Accommodation Manuals
• ADE Assessments Accommodations 

Manuals

• Submit requests for
• Additional Accommodations
• Special Paper Version
• AASA, AzSCI and ACT Aspire: AASA, AzSCI 

and ACT Aspire SPV Request Form
• AZELLA DTC Page under EL/SPED 

Guidance Tab
AZELLA Request Forms

For ACT
• Review Accommodations 

Webinar held November 10, 
2021

• Review ACT Accommodations 
Manual

• Obtain Consent to Release 
Information form

• Step 3 ACT Accommodation Tasks

https://www.azed.gov/assessment
https://www.azed.gov/assessment/accessibility
https://www.azed.gov/assessment/spv2022
https://www.azed.gov/assessment/azella-dtcs
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/arizona/the-act.html#step3


Accommodations

• ADE has been communicating processes for District 
Test Coordinators (DTCs) to submit Special Paper 
Version Requests, Additional Accommodations 
Requests to ADE for AASA, AzSCI, AZELLA and ACT 
Aspire

DUE: February 25, 2022
FOR ACT:

• DTCs must submit accommodation in ACT 
Accommodation Request Platform (TAA)

DUE: January 7, 2022
Note: As of this week there are 350. Last year we had 

over 4,000 approvals



Assessment Accessibility Taskforce

• Administered Bi-Annual Accommodation Survey  
(Spring 2021)

• Survey window: March-June 2021

• Completed every two years

• Accommodations Trends

Over 2,300 responses from educators in the field!



Instructional Accommodations Results

• Most Frequent:
• Additional Time
• Frequent Breaks
• Small Group Instruction
• Headphones/Noise Buffers

•

• Less Common: 
• Word Prediction Software
• Abacus



Accessibility Task Force

• Meets to discuss possible considerations to add 
allowable accommodations to statewide 
assessments

• In 2020, met to consider adding a braille version 
for AZELLA

ADE written in UEB braille



ADE Assessment Resources



Includes:
• Assessments and 

Requirements
• Accountability  

Assessment Overview document: 
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2
021/07/Assessments%20Overview%20-
%202021%20and%20Beyond.pdf

What is on the 
Horizon . . .

https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2021/07/Assessments%20Overview%20-%202021%20and%20Beyond.pdf


Assessment Overview 2022-2023 School Year



AASA, AzSCI, ACT Aspire and ACT Resources

Updated Resources for: 
AASA

• Blueprints
• Item Specifications
• PLDs
• Sample Tests

AzSCI
• Sample Tests
• Item Specifications

ACT Aspire and ACT
Resources:

• Exemplars
• Tutorials
• Calculator Policies
• Accommodations
• Practice Tests

• Free Test Preparation



Statewide Achievement Assessment Infographic



AASA’s Infographic



Statewide High School Assessments Infographic



AZELLA Infographic



Alternate Assessment Infographic



Assessment Webinar Series - Posted

All Assessment Webinars 
will be posted on the ADE 
Website - Assessment 
Page:

• PowerPoint 
Presentation

• Recording

https://www.azed.gov/assessment

https://www.azed.gov/assessment


AZELLA Office Hours

• Twice a week
• Schedule and Topic 

posted
• Platform
• Registering Students
• Starting Tests

• Teams Platform
• Vendor partnership



Assessment’s Quarterly Newsletter for 
DTCs: The Examiner

The Assessment Quarterly 
Newsletter is emailed to District 
Test Coordinators and posted on 

the Assessment Webpage: 
https://www.azed.gov/assessment/

examiner

https://www.azed.gov/assessment/examiner


Questions

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

http://www.mrscienceshow.com/2010/06/bring-us-your-burning-science-questions.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


For questions, please contact us at: 
Testing@azed.gov

Thank you!
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